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urged as a principal remedy and reform the settlement of the
people on the land. The Royal Commission of 1896-97 observed
that "no reform affords so good a prospect for the permanent
welfare in the future of the West Indies as the settlement of the
labouring population on the land as small peasant proprietors;
and in many places this is the only means by which the population
can in future be supported." The Olivier Commission of 1930
on the Sugar Industry, reported a generation later: "We are
convinced that while schemes of land settlement cannot relieve
die present emergency (the threatened collapse of the sugar in-
dustry) the increased settlement of labourers on the land as
peasant proprietors offers the best prospect of establishing a
stable and prosperous economy in the West Indian colonies. We
regret that with exceptions to which we refer more particularly
elsewhere, so little has been done to carry out the strong recom-
mendatipns of the 1897 Royal Commission in this direction."
The West India Royal Commission, 1938-39 also made the
following recommendation: "The outstanding agricultural
need in the West Indies is the more intensive use of land with
increased production of food in order to support a rapidly
growing population. The most urgent need is the development
of peasant agriculture" and elsewhere, "The Government
should take powrers for the compulsory acquisition of agri-
cultural land needed for land settlement and similar purposes."

The Colonial Office has tried to put these recommendations
into practice in several of the colonies, but the apathy or penury
of the local Government and vested interests have frustrated
these good intentions, and the recommendations of the Royal
Commissions have not been carried out in adequate measure.

The British community recognizes its general obligation to
the less-developed peoples under its control, but it is under a
very special obligation to the negro population of the West
Indian colonies. In the words of the report of the West Indian
Royal Commission of I&97:1

"The black population of these colonies was originally placed
* Paragraph 513.